Political Science 230
Introduction to Political Theory
Winter 2014 (T/W/Th 8:00am-11:20am)
Instructor:       Terrance Mullins
Email:               prof.mullins@yahoo.com 

Webpage:         mullins.synthasite.com 
Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to political concepts and theories concerning justice, liberty, state power, the state of nature & the social contract, and the distribution of economic resources developed by noted political philosophers including Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Mills, Rousseau, Marx, Rawls, and Nozick.
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Compare and contrast competing governmental concepts.

· Assess the contributions of major political concepts and theories from the early Greeks to modern day political philosophers and compare to our conception of "the good life."

Course Objectives

1. Evaluate early Greek political philosophy and concepts dealing with who should hold power and why.

2. Explain the importance of a written constitution on limiting government power.

3. Judge the works of the early proponents of Divine Right and the resulting power delegated to early monarchs.

4. Analyze and identify the kinds of power proponents of state power believed should be exercised by nations.

5. Describe the types of statecraft advocated by early proponents of state power.

6. Assess the proposition that government is the result of a social contract developed by citizens.

7. Examine the kinds of rights that flow from this type of government arrangement.

8. Evaluate the concept of liberty that emanates from a social contract and identify and explain the limits of liberty.

9. Compare and contrast the competing systems of economic distribution: Marxism and Capitalism and analyze and explain who will control the distribution of economic resources in both systems.

Textbooks:

Title: Political Thinking, Political Theory, and Civil Society, 3rd ed.
Author: Steven M. DeLue; Timothy M. Dale
Publisher: Pearson
ISBN-10: 0-205-61979-7
ISBN-13: 978-0-205-61979-5
Students will need access to a computer with an internet connection in order to complete Student Responsibilities
Emailing the professor: Make sure to always include your full name and class section (i.e. POL 150 Monday 8am) in all of your e-mail messages to the professor.
Electronic Devices: Students who engage in “TEXTING” during lecture will be instructed to leave immediately.

**Turn off ALL phones, laptops and other electronic devices**

**Turn off ALL phones, laptops and other electronic devices**

Attendance: I expect every student to make the best effort to attend every class session. It is the students responsibility to sign the sign-in sheet every class session. It is also the students responsibility to withdraw from the class should the need arise. If you miss a class meeting it is your responsibility to attain the lecture notes from a fellow student.
Participation: I follow an “active learning” approach in my classes—simply reading the text is not a substitute for classroom discussion and learning. The class will be divided between lectures and group/class discussions, debates, and role-plays. All students will be required to participate in these learning activities to the best of their ability. As for class discussions just remember, you must be courteous at all times and respect the opinions of others, even if they differ from your own. 

Reading: You are responsible for reading the entire assignment before class. Careful reading of assignments BEFORE class meetings will allow us to have a two-way discussion about the context and implications of the facts, instead of simply listening to a lecture concerning the facts.
Students with disabilities: If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact me as soon as possible. All accommodations are subject to prior authorization by DSPS and compliance with approved procedures. 
ASK for help: I am here to help you succeed. While I expect you to work hard and to prepare on a daily basis, let me assure you that I will be there to help you.  Please come and see me during my office hours or by appointment if you have concerns. My door is always open.
Grading Policy

	Grading Policy


	
	Grading Scale

	Midterm Exam #1 -------------------------------------------


	100 points
	
	360 – 400 points =  
	 A   90 - 100%

	Midterm Exam #2 -------------------------------------------


	100 points
	
	321 – 359 points =  
	 B    80 - 89%

	Final Exam ---------------------------------------------------

	100 points
	
	280 – 319 points =  
	 C   70 -  79%

	Thought Paper #1-------------------------------------


	  50 points
	
	240 – 279 points =  
	 D   60 -  69%

	Thought Paper #2-------------------------------------


	  50 points
	
	000 – 236 points =  
	 F   50 -  00%

	Total =
	400 points
	
	


Examinations:  There will be three in-class examinations (two midterms and a cumulative final exam) and will include material drawn from the readings, lectures, and any video presentations. The format for the exams will be a combination of Multiple Choice and True or False questions.  All exams will be completed using a #882-E Scantron (scantron’s can be purchased from the college bookstore). 

During the Exam:

1. Students may not have any electronic device on during a test.

2. Students may not leave and return in the middle of a test.
3. Students will not be allowed to wear hats during tests.
4. All in-class examinations are CLOSED BOOK.
Make-up exams will only be allowed in those instances where students can provide documentation supporting a valid reason for missing a scheduled exam. 

Papers:              There will be two “political thought papers” to be completed outside of class. Specific requirements will be discussed in class and are outlined in their respective handouts. Handouts can by found on the course webpage (mullins.synthasite.com). 
Final Grade:    I do not give away grades, you earn them!!! An 89.9% is not an “A” and a

69.9% is not a “C.” Do not ask me to increase your grade merely because you   are “close enough.” 
Student Code of Conduct

I expect you to show your fellow students as well as the instructor common courtesy, and act in a way that is consistent with an educational environment. Students who engage in disruptive behavior during class will be instructed to leave immediately.

Examples of disruptive behavior include, but are not limited to, the following:

· engaging in non-class related conversation with classmates;
· receiving or answering cellular phone calls in non-emergencies; 
· TEXTING during class; 
· listening to music via an iPod or other media device; 
· studying for another class; 
· being disrespectful of the opinions of others; 
Academic Integrity Policy
College study is the process of becoming an independent scholar. All students are expected to do their OWN work.  All forms of cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated!!!  If plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty (including cheating on examinations) is suspected, the incident will be thoroughly investigated in accordance with campus policy.  Students found cheating or plagiarizing will fail their assignment. Students found to engage in academic dishonesty more than once will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs for further administrative action, such as suspension or expulsion. 

Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Copying, either in part or in whole, from another’s test or examination;

· Discussion of answers or ideas relating to the answers during an examination;
· Obtaining copies of an exam without the permission of the instructor;

· Using notes, “Cheat sheets,” or otherwise utilizing information or devices not considered appropriate under the prescribed test conditions;

· Altering a grade or interfering with the grading procedures in any course;

· Allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the same (including signing the sign in sheet for an absent student);

· Plagiarism, which is defined as the act of taking the ideas, words or specific substantive material of another and offering them as one’s own without giving credit to the source.

*Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor in order to adapt to instructional needs.

Reading & Testing Schedule   
	Week


	Topic
	Reading Schedule
	Test & Due Dates

	1.
	Jan. 07  


	Introduction

	(Lecture Notes)
	

	
	Jan. 08  


	Plato

	Ch. 02

	

	3. 
	Jan. 09  


	Aristotle

	Ch. 03

	

	2.
	Jan. 14  


	Machiavelli

	Ch. 06

	

	4. 
	Jan. 15 


	Machiavelli - cont

	
	

	5. 
	Jan. 16  


	Hobbes

	Ch. 07

	Midterm Exam #1
(Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli)

	3.
	Jan. 21  


	Hobbes – cont

	
	Thought Paper #1



	6. 
	Jan. 22  


	Locke

	Ch. 09

	

	7. 
	Jan. 23  


	Rousseau 


	Ch. 10

	

	4.
	Jan. 28  


	Marx

	Ch. 13

	Midterm Exam #2
(Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau)

	8. 
	Jan. 29  


	Marx - cont

	
	

	9. 
	Jan. 30  


	Rawls & Nozick

	Ch. 15

	

	5.
	Feb. 04 


	Dystopia

	(Lecture Notes)
	Thought Paper #2



	10. 
	Feb. 05 


	Dystopia - cont

	
	

	11. 
	Feb. 06 
	Final Exam

	
	Final Exam
(Everything)


*Note: Assignments and test dates may vary from the above schedule.
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