Study Guide #1

	
	Democracy


	The U.S. Constitution



	Study Questions
	What are the two forms of democracy?

Is democracy natural? Why/Why not?


	What was the first government of the USA and why did it fail?

What were the agreements and the compromises made at the Constitutional Convention?

What is a republic? How is it different from a democracy?
What are the basic human rights written into the U.S. Constitution?

Why did the framers of the Constitution fear the majority?

What is the Madisonian Model?



	Key Terms and Concepts
	G

· Democracy

· Direct Democracy

· Representative Democracy


	S

· Articles of Confederation

· U.S. Constitution

· Republic
· Democracy

· New Jersey Plan

· Virginia Plan

· Connecticut Compromise

· 3/5 compromise 

· Habeas corpus 

· No bills of attainder

· Ex post facto 

· Separation of Powers

· Checks and Balances

· Federalists
· Anti-Federalists
· The Bill of Rights
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	Federalism


	The Congress



	Study Questions
	What are the three systems of government?

Why did the Framers of the Constitution choose federalism?

What are the powers given to the federal government?

What are the powers given to the individual state governments?

What are the three eras of federalism?
How has federalism evolved over the centuries and why?
Which type of federalism is America in currently and why?


	What are the functions of Congress?

How is Congress structured and why?

Who are the leaders of Congress and what are their responsibilities?

How have the House and Senate changed over the centuries?

Why does Congress have a committee system?
How does a bill become a law?



	Key Terms and Concepts
	G

· Confederal Government

· Unitary Government

· Federal Government

· Central Government Power

· State Government Power

· Enumerated Powers 

· Supremacy Clause 

· Implied Powers

· Necessary and Proper clause
· Full Faith in Credit

· Extradition

· Privileges and Immunities

· States Rights Period 

· Dual Federalism 

· Cooperative Federalism

· Layer-Cake Federalism

· Marble-Cake Federalism

· Grants in Aid

· Mandates

	S

· U.S. House of Representatives

· Speaker of the House

· House Majority Leader

· House Minority Leader
· U.S. Senate

· President of the Senate

· Senate Majority Leader

· Senate Minority Leader

· Filibuster

· Cloture 

· Bill

· Law
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	The Presidency


	

	Study Questions
	What are the qualifications to become U.S. President?

Who are the main responsibilities of the Vice President?

What are the procedures for removing a U.S. President?
What are the many job functions of the U.S. President?

Can the U.S. President constitutionally declare war?


	

	Key Terms and Concepts
	G

· President

· Vice President

· Cabinet 

· The First Lady

· Veto 

· Line of Succession

· Impeachment

· 25th Amendment 
· War Powers Resolution Act
· Chief of State

· Chief Executive

· Chief Legislator 

· Chief Diplomat

· Commander in Chief


	


